5 * 
S OLEMN APPEAL 


UNDERSTANDING 


* 
, 5 


CH N n 5 


4 
57 » a 4,” 9 

| * 

PRICE ons SHILLING AND $Ix PENCE: 
— — — mmm 

1 

q i 
þ 
Th 


„ 
. 
* 
cl 
F 
” 
* 
n *, N 
- 
1— 
7 1 | 
* 
1 
3 
F 
* 
* 
PS | 
| 
12 ö 
4 4 
* 4 , 
v &. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
4&4 © 
f P 
- 
wt 
— 
* 


— rde. . ————r — — > PR ry HA COP ͤ„ „„ „ͤ * 2 oy 225 * 


n ooo wow por ty > 


. 


—————— ̃ ˙ v »[v .. 


A 


SOLEMN APPEAL 


- © SS & | 


UNDERSTANDING 
O F 
in 


BB ST BEE e 


REVEALED RELIGION. 


0 


JAMES L GW. A M 


\ MinisTER of the ScorTcu-Cuvuancy 
at ROTTERDAM 


. 75 


ROTTER D 4 M. 


Printed for L. BE 1 1 B Tos 
SV & SHS. 


' 

| 
j 
: 
: 
5 
$ 


* 


* GU 


— 


— 


— 
I 


- — 


— 


—_— 


-4 


— = 


DX 2 GE ; ; 
. „ a E. - aer N 


/ 


Th E following Appeal, in favour 
of Revealed Religion , appears: 
without any apology for its publi- 
cation. The Author has none to 
offer. Its intrusion upon the pubs. 
lic is voluntary; though, by no 
means, with indifference to the ge- 
neral sentiment or reception it 
may meet with. Whatever its fate 


in this latter respect may prove — 
5 he 


Covi) 
he can candidly own „ he was nei- 


ther impelled thereto by necessity, 
nor actuated by temerity. | 


Hrs zeal for the great interests 
of Revealed Religion in the world, 


— in days when it is so evi- 


dently upon .the decline — his 
desire to be as 'exrensively useful 
as he possibly could — dicta- 


ted the wish to contribute his 


mite to what he conceives to be 
the real good and felicity of Man- 
kind. i V A oi! 


I x it holds true that those, ac- 


customed to a mode of instruction, 
are most likely to profit by a con- 
| 4 


t * 1 


tinuance of it; be has reason to 
believe the following pages will be 
acceptable to many „ among whom 
Providence had appointed his youn- 
ger years to be spent; as well as 
to those to whom they were pri- 
marily addressed. 


HE bas only to add that the 
present publication shall be conti- 
nued, with several discourses, ac- 
cording as the Publisher may meet 
with encouragement. — 


„* 


* : IN 


* Alluding to the Churches at FLUSHING and 
at MiDDLEBURGH — of which the Author was 
Minister: — of the former above thirteen years — 
of the latter about fourteen months only, 
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In how far the present attempt 
merits a favourable reception, it 
is not for him to say. He com- 
mits it implicitely into the hands 
of that Go D who from little things 
is able to beget GREAT EVENTS 
— and out of weakness to pro- 
duce STRENGTH, — 


Rotterdam. 6 of March 
1799. 
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Beloved , believe not every. y Spi 
rit, but try the Spirits, , 
: ueber they are of Gop: 


; | because many false Prophets 
are gone out into the World. © 


O. the reading of these words, I doubt 
not, but in their first aspect, they will 
be considered, by not a few, to lead to 
meditation, in regard „at least, of them 
untiecessary. © The foundation of God”, 
the persuaded belief of Revealed Religion, 
A in 
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in general, and the Gospel Covenant, in 


particular, — it may be suggested — 
„ standeth with them sure.“ In evidence 


of this they may plead having been lately 


at the Table of their Lon and comme- 
morated his dying love, in all the inte- 
resting views of the sacred Institution. 
In the progress of the spiritual exercise, 
it may be urged, they proceeded upon 
principles of integrity and embraced 
the Divine Ordinance as a salutary me- 
dium for the conveyance of that Grace, 
they believe to be essential to | their 
perseverance in their. holy profession. 


Bur to give efficacy to such insinua- 
tions, the Counsel in the text, if not 
directly, may effectually to every good 


Purpose tend indirectly. 


Ser Y Diane 
Tux general tendency of it is to 
arm Mankind, with that caution and 
reserve, necessary to the defence of 

the 


L 9] 
the Truth as I is in CursT Jesvs. 
And certain it is, to give stability to 
our Holy Faith and, hence, to every 
resolution flowing therefrom, every argu- 
ment, in favour of its veracity , is wan- 
ting. | | 


IN proportion to the measure of know. 
ledge and conviction we bave acquired 
here , we shall be actuated towards it 
with a greater or lesser zeal and feel 
concerned for its interests in the world. 
It is then, when sufficiently informed 
respecting the Doctrines of CM AIST, we 
are prepared to enter upon the exercises 
of his Religion, in a rational manner; 
and, in the spirit of it, to supplicate 
that all powerful Blessing and Grace, 
that only can lead us to that “ full as. 
« gurance of Faith”, of n 
tle my a | 
Rx- 
1 Hebr. X. 22. | 
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Reticron, in general, has no 'gret- 
ter enemy than Ignorance. / Hence, I 
may safely say, proceeds an essential 
cause of error and infidelity — a known 
source of unaccountable prejudices, of 
which the human mind seems most sus. 
ceptible, is most governed by and, of 
which , having gained possession, for 
any length of time, it, seldom at least, 
without the greatest difficulty , can 
get entirely rid. Hence, men are so 
easily © spoiled through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the traditions of 
„men, after the rudiments of the 
© world , and not after CHRIST“. 


THESE few, but obvious: remarks , | 
will I trust justify the selection of 
the Apostle's exhortation, in the text, 
for our present meditation. — The fact 
is „ it will be found of universal con- 
cern. 

ee. 
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cernment. It removes the scruples of 
those who may plead having been at 
the Table of their LORD — by hold- 
ing up to them, a pathetic warning 
against receding or being misled from 
those doctrines we have sanctioned our 
belief of tliere; while, herein , it must 
ultimately tend to our security in our 
Holy Faith. — With respect „ again, 
to those of us, who, hitherto, may 
not have waited upon the august In- 
stitution, through mistaken notions of 
it , through unmeaning prejudice or 
unaccountable neglect of the duties of 
Religion, it conveys an affectionate 
call to study the Truth — to try its 
reasonableness and necessity — to en- 
quire, with becoming earnestness, 
whether it be of G0 — to 
search and distinguich the illuſions of 
sophistry, the false suggestions of cor. 
rupt reason, and imposture of pre- 
tended, prophecies and to embrace 
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the ©* form of sound words,” Carter, | 
who came from Go, has left us, 
equally in theoretical confession and in 
practice. — To all of us it proclaims — 
<« Beloved , believe not every Spirit, 
„but try the Spirits, whether they 
. © be of Go D: because many false 
„ prophets are gone out into the 
* World.” — | 


IN the days of the Apostles , you: 
mark , false prophets were not wanting,” 
— St. Paul warned the Colossians against 
being “ Spoilt through the deceitfulness 
f Philosophy „ which he foresaw 
might mislead weak minds and deprive 
them of their faith, without supplying 


them with any thing solid * the An. 
of it. 


IxDEED „ from the earliest days of 
Christianity, it has met with opposers — - 
with those, who have corrupted it 

« with 


121 
« with vain deceit, or the plausible 
appearance of false philosophy.'— 


SUCH has been its fate, in every 
Succeeding age to the present day! — 
Such — alas! — we must own, is, 
peculiarly, the reception our boasted 
days of superior n illumina · 
tion afford it. 


WII us, not a few, but “ many 
& false prophets are gone out into the 
« world.” In one shape or another, 
the first and fundamental Truths have 
been and are daily attacked. With 
some, it would appear to be their pro- 
fessed aim to undermine all Religion . 
on the specious pretence of its ' contra» 
dicting natural reason: — with others, 
to corrupt, to fashion and model it to 
private fancy : — with a still greater 
part, to introduce general doubting: — 
while , with the still larger multitude , 

A 4 | from 


L407] 


from, the - disputes and; hence; various 
sects that have arisen, in religion, all 
rational enquiry is superseded and a 
settled indifference is seen to take 
Ix is only, now and then , such sin- 
gular phenomenons are seen on the 
stage of the world, as à pretence to 
Divine Inspiration and extraordinary 
selection to make known the cxtraordi- 
nary mind of the Deity and reveal 
the secrets of futurity. Such attempts 
are always attended with great difficulty; 
and, in an age of prevailing infidelity. 
are little, perhaps, to be dreaded in 
their consequences. However dangerous 
and natural it is to fall into extremes, 
this is an extreme men have no great 
bias to run into. And yet, in our age 


of so much incredulity and pretended 
doubting, we have, a few years ago, 
witnessed such an extreme resortęed ta, 

in 
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in a neighbouring Kingdom's in the pro- 
Pheęies of a; Richard , Brothers, even pub- 
lished to the World , and claiming, in 
the name of the. Deike wee be- 
lief. — © 


BETWEEN such, extremes the minds 
of not à few. are greatly agitated. and 
ungettled, z and, from their weakness,, 
are, often, fatally misled. — For want 

of becoming enquiry, they suffer them- 
selyes easily to be. imposed upon and 
embrace. Sch for right reason. 
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— al, chat, ig, the grand md. 
ject of Religion, some certainty. js,, 2C= 
quirable no one, in reason, can deny. 
Truths are and, must be such, in them- 
selves, previous to our investigation. — =" 
| Universal Scepticism , is an insult upon 
the reason and senses of mankind. The 
very hypothesis destroys itself. F dor; if 
nothing is certain "Wy how can we acquire 
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certainty of that TP proposition? *— 
Is it not clear that, if such certainty is 
acquirable „ by the same progress of ar- 
gument, we can arrive at the knowledge 
of other Truths ? — 


IN DEE D, there are principles ; uni- 
versally true — which must be admit- 
ted — which, as so many axioms, are 
the medium to the investigation and dis- 
covery of others. True reason and the 
true knowledge of nature — which are 
true philosophy — convince” our judg. 
ment of these common Truths, and 


jead, on persuasion, to the _ belief | 
of many others. — 


' ALLOowING, new, with respect to 
Revealed religion, there may be and, 
undoubtedly , are, several points, which 
exceed the powers of the human mind 
to comprehend ; yet may it arrive at 
conviction that these very points — 
| | ge- 


Ss. TY 
generally the most disputed; — do not 
contradict, though they surpass rea. 
son ; nay, that faith in them, in vir 
tue of the antecedent evidence of that 
volume, which contains them, being of 
Divine origin, is reasonable and fit; 
since it must be acknowledged to be a 
necessary hypotheſis that an extraordi. 
nary Revelation of the Divine Mind; 
should make known some Truths, man; 
of himself, with bis, finite capacities, 
was unable to discover and, berein; 
correct that deficiency in knowledge, 
unaided reason has ever appeared char- 
ged with, with respect to the acquisi- 
tion of true felicityj.— b (240 


AN n, surely, in all controverted 
points, — especially; in regard of Re. 
ligion , a right of judgment for our- 
elves is indisputable. — We are not 
— we ought not — to be rash in re. 
ceiving the private sentiment of any in- 

| di- 
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discourse, with respect to thy having 
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dividual , of bowever great - renown 
For mental abilities, when found to mi- 
litate- against the Truths of G o D. It 
is our duty to guard against that “ lack 
* of knowledge, which, of old, was 
complained : of, as being the true cause 
of many erring. — We have a Christian 
Liberty, to which we are called, and 
that is “ to! try the Spirits, whether 
ce they, be of GoD — because many 
66 false prophets are gone out into the 
& world.” fr oo 5 
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How great need there is to know 
and exercise this Christian Liberty, in 
our days, what has, hitherto, been 
hinted abundantly indicates. — 
1 wish therefore — O Christian! —; 
by a solemn appeal to thy underſtand- 
ing: „ to improve upon thy insinuati- 
ons, alluded to in the entrance on this 


been 


91 


deen at the Saviour's Table, by invi. 
gorating the great Truths thou hast 
sanctioned thy belief of there — 
thus securing thee against being mis- 
led “ through the vain deceit of - Phi. 
„ losophy” — not to believe every 
« Spirit” that may attempt imposing 
upon thy credulity and making thee an 
associate in corrupting and transform- 
ing the beautiful Arie of the a 
tian "faith, — © EY Ma% + 
"+1 | ab 1219 

AND — —— this great end 
— you will feel a generous aim is in- 
tended to bring the superficially think- 
ing and irreligious, if possible, to that 
reflection and thought, antecedent to 
their effectual purpose of return from 
the error of their ways. — 

41% i „ nigsd I 

Now, to proceed, with some order, 

I shall begin in te 


FIRST. 


Tia TT. 


* 


FtrsrT - PLACE — with forewarning 
Fou of the necessity of the coun. 


sel, tendered in the text, arising 
from the many attempts that have 


been made by designing men to 


impose upon the World: * Many 


. 
* 
— 


— 


-” 
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SeconpLY, I 


in the 


s false Prophets, says the Apos- 


tle', „ are gone out into the 


World.” — 


— * * 


shall consider the ge- 
neral duty recommended — namely 


to try the Spirits, whether they 


« be of Gop:” — And, then, 


| TnirD-PLACE — I s$hall subjoin a 


1 . 


e - | ; | a 3 
FirxsST-PLACE, with forewarning 


few practical reflections on the whole. 


I begin, in the 


4 


you , of the necessity of the coun. 
sel, 


L 
vel, tendered in the text, arising 
from the many attempts that have 
deen made by designing men to 
impose upon the World. — “Many 
false Prophets” — says the Apos- 


tle — „ are gone out into the 
& World,” — 


| Now ,. to be convinced of this , let 


us inspe& sacred History — where we 
shall find repeated - warnings „ on the 
part of the Deity , to be on our guard 
against deceivers — nay , inſtances of 
false prophets recorded, — 


. v E N prophane history with - holds 
not its testimony here. 


Lr us hear the Divine Testimony', 
so early as the days of the Children of 
Israel, before | their possession of the 
promised land. In the XIII Ch, of 
Deuteronomy , Gop, expressly, cautions 

them , 


. —ů—— — — — Sf — G 
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"them", - by his Prophet, against false 
teachers ; who should delude them into 
the guilt of | idolatry and requires them 
to punish all such; how near so ever 
they ano stand related to Israel, with 
8 „ 


Wr read (II Tim. III. 8) of a 
“ Jannes and Jambres , who withstood 
c Mogses:” — Who - pretended to oppose 
the clear credentials that true Prophet 
discovered of his mission from the true 


God), by sorcery and the aid of Devils 


attempting to perform the like miracles 
he did, in the presence of Pharaoh. 
Or Balaam, it is recorded, notwith- 
standing his pretences to Divine Revela- 
tion, he resorted to enchantments and 
was à man of a mean, mercenary „ dis- 
position. Numb. Ch. XXII. XXIII 
XXIV. n © 9 on 


* 


EN J 
Or the Prophets of Baal, whose num - 
ber was four hundred and fifty, we 
are informed they were brought to a 
shameful silence by Elijah the true 


Prophet of the living 8 oD. I. Kings. 
XVIII. 29, — 


80, again, we hear a Zedekiah 
withstanding the true Prophet Micaiah 
and persuading Ahab to go to Ramoth- 
Gilead; where, | according to the pre- 
dictio of Micaiah , 1. is slain. I. Kings. 
XXII. 11 


ä os W we read, he reared 
up altars to Baal, observed times and 
used enchantments and dealt with fami- 
liar Spirits. II. Kings. XXI. 1—6. 


Taus, also, in the days of Iaiah 
great complaint is made of Israel suffer. 
ing themselves to be misled byʒß 
« trologers, star gazers, monthly- 
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prognosticators — .sorcerers” and sueh 
Uke impostors. Is. XLVII. 12. 13. ln 


those of ſeremiah, we read of lying pro- 


phets persuading Zedekiah and his people 
that they should not fall .into the hands of 
the Chaldeans ; by which delusion their 
ruin was accomplished. Jer. XXXVIII. 19. 
And it is well known of Nebuchadnezzar 
that he resorted first to his“ magicians, 
astrologers, sorcerers /&c,” — to have 
his dream explained. Dan. II. 2. — 


* 14 
Oo 


In the New Testament, the same 
complaint of impostors is heard. With 


| the clearer discoveries of the Gospel — 


in its first state — even clouds of ob. 
curity appeared gathering to suppress the 


chearing light, Even, then, it was 


foretold , Many false Prophets shall 
arise and hall deceive many.“ It 
was said „„ there should arise false 
Christs and false Prophets, who 
« should shew great signs and wonders , 
07 i « in 


* 4 * 


[ #9 ] 
* insamuch, that, if it were possible; 
they should "deceive the "yay elec.” 
Matth. — 11. 24. — < 3 


c teens _ when farches ad. 
vanced in its maturity, — when those 
great doctrines of sal vation, founded on 
the resurrection of the revealed Messiah 
and Redeemer, were better understood 
and more fully | preached — the most 
essential of these were attacked; and a 
mixture attempted to be introduced fo. 
reign to the true pate: of Christianity. 


Nee for instance, partly 
by the deeds of the Law and partly by, 
Faith, was early broached and found a. 
| warm antagonist in the Apostle Paul 
in his Epistles to the Romans. and Gala- 
tians. — So, of others „ we read, 
4 they turned che grace of Christ into 


« lasciviousness,“ * insinuating às much as 
| that 

® Jude vs. 4. MW | 
B 2 


ES 


\ 


0 that we should continue in sin that 
„ grace might abound”. * Of all such 


perverters of the Truth, St. Peter 
says, © they were illiterate and unsta- 
„ ble men, who wrested Scripture to 
„their own destruction.“ + — 

Wx are „ particularly , told of a Hy. 
meneus and Philetes who taught the 


resurrection was past and overthrew the 


faich of some. II. Tim. II. 17. Ina 
word, through the whole of the Apostolie 
writings , warning is interspersed against 
the corrupters of the Faith — against 
those, especially, who, under a speci- 
ous pretext of extraordinary knowledge, 
— of feigned sanctity, and piety in 
words , of extraordinary righteousness in 
Superstitious worship — of a warm 
zeal, tinctured, however, with pride 
Kom. VI. 1. | 


*+ 11. Pet. III. 16. 8 
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* 


and veverity — of affected humility— 
yet * puffed up with their fleshly mind,, 


erred widely from the Truth as it is in 
Christ. — And, hence, many of these, 
from their pretended knowledge, distingui- 
shed themselves, in after times, by the 
name of Gnostics — the impure practices 
and base principles of which sect ow 
„ 5 n 


.. Pas$sING over the many impostures, 
the Pagan history supplies us with 3 — 
even among the Romans and Grecians , 
the more intelligent part of the Heathen 
World; — the more so, since these, 
in our days, are generally known and 
uni versally repobated; the history of 
the Church lays before us numerous 
instances of the grossest impositions on 
the reason aud faith of Mankind. 


19 


I I need not remind you of the history 
of — in Arabia; and specify the 
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origin and progress of his imposture. 
In the Church of Rome, in the absurd 
stories and pretended miraeles, countenart. 
ced there, we. witness. W N devia- 
tions from the Truth, that, in these 
respects, at least, — the cha- 
* = 5 eng 06 unt 
© ; W- 10 tai Nara 8 
8 "= the W „ ont its 
first appearance, how many obstacles 
were thrown in . to Ward give 
_— n | £51103 yioaid reve G 
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I must eee ee eee 
the Church, to hear: what wild | tenets 
and strange doctrines were broached and 
maintained by: tho various sects, til 
uniting under the common name af 
Protestants, in league against the errors 
of the Cburch of Rome. 06:54. 2113 


I chall obly further add, in genedal , 
that he must be 4 stranger in our 
_ 4 Is. 
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Isracl, who knows not that, through 


„ the vain deceit: of philosophy, Chris 
tianity has been undermined — in its 
first Truths being denied and impiotisly 
traduced: that, for instance, tbe 
doctrine of the Trinity, the Divinity 
of our Blessed Lo kD and of the 
HoLyY” Gnost”,! have been rejected; 
of course all those doctrines of salva. 
tion, founded on their veracity have 
been weakened and destroyed — nay, 
that aàt this . ee is 2 
case un. u h 


nO1999877: 2 1W0 rum ng gabe 

So true, then; is the remark I made, 
in the entrance on this discourse „ in 
che days of the eee false 2 
bee eee vn 
2 « £7 1 10 8191 1 „ 21009 

Fon what has been hinted; it appears 
they have existed, and, indeed, | will 
ever continue as long. as there is a militant 
Church here below. For wise ends, we 
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must conclude, from the wisdom of the 


Deity , such is permittdt—.. 
b 2 | £1: Winer? 

Trax force, now, of the Apostolic 
warning namely, that many false pra. 
„ phets are gone out into the world,“ 
is evident. For since this is sa mabi- 
festly the case, what great need we have 
to be on our guard against deception ! As 
exceeding precious and interesting as the 


Truth is above falsehood', — especially 
in Religious matters, in things belong- 


ing to our eternal peace of mind ; as 
exceeding great must our circumspeCion 
be not to be misled from it. — + - > 


ee e 1 lr 
Wnäar, then, to be done? — Haw 
distinguich between false and true Pro- 
phets, or Teachers of Religion, as the 


term - here may fitly be understood? 


Why, says the Apostle , 


L 8s 1 


. © BEZLIE VI not every Spirit.“ 

His 1 meaning is — Believe not 
every person, who may pretend to in- 
spiration or to be sent a Teacher from 
God, Guard steadily against for ward- 
ness and over · credulousness :in recei- 
ving for Divine Truths, what men may 
be ready to impose upon you as the 
subject of immediate personal revelation 
from Heaven. Guard equally against all 
novelties that militate against the Truth 
as it is in Cnkter Jrsos. Dae 


4 7 
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5 concern is OW „ book 
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To ) try dm Spüli — that is 
L n into the validity of ebery pre- 
.tence to Inspiration and exäàmine . the 
eredentials of all who shall attempt to 
propagate any doctrine for Divine; or 
to invalidate the force and truth of 
those doctrines, already ver rv a8 
bas "of undoubted- Divine origin. 
338375 Od 2 ene — Hein 20 
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Tus, now, my Brethren ,' is-the 
tle , which I proposed and shall * 
to consider in the | | 


- — 


8 * ON D- PLACE. — 
Ix is necessary to premise that, agreea- 
bly to what has been said, pretences 
to Divine Revelation may be made: 
that, therefore, we pought not “ to 
believe every Spirit“ — which, in- 
deed, would be acting a most unsafe 
and unreasonable part; since, thereby, 
we should be led into all the inconsis. 
tencies men might broach and propa- 
gate. Vet can such an inference — equal. 
ly of Reason and Revelation — never be 
interpreted, in justice, to favour gene. 
ral doubting. — Because we are not to 
believe every spirit, is, no argument we 
are to. believe none. — Because there may 
be and are impostors, is no good evidence 
there 


1 FF) 
Al 
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there" ate no genulhe* assertors of IHS. 
ration rom G © D. The text implies in 
it there are such. When it © probibits 
general belief, it confines to the full 
acquiescenee in what is eertam true 
— f Gon N13 2b CREEKS, 
Din SN- e399 2929801 80 n * 
'Heaztvw lies our Christian Liberty tb 
distinguish between what! is true 4 
What is not true. For this investigation 
Gor' has endued us with powers! For 
this very end he has made üs reasonable 
ereatures For chis he has provide 
us with a Revelation of his WM = 2 
which that it is, indeed „ Divine, he 
Has supphed us with evidences, suffl. 
tient to command the implicit faith 
of every eee 55 n and rea- 
—_— enquirer, einne 101.21 $161 


” p . " £12548 T3 
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- Tae: porcbility of a true Divins Re. 
velation is what no man, whe has 
any just conceptions of the power of 
be Gon 
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Gop and of the nature of man, in 
his present imperfect state, can deny. 
And that we do, actually, possess such 
a Divine Revelation, in the writings of 
the Old and New Testament, we have 
every evidence the nature of the thing 
will admit of. These evidences we are 
bound, individually, to try. They have 
been repeatedly tried and represented „ in 
their various striking convincing light, 
by many good and learned men and 
they have been found to be unans wer- 
ahly true — © to be given by inspira- 
tion of Gop.“ —_ 

Ix is not to be expected, I should 
here enter upon a demonstration of 
this great Truth; and, I the rather 
take it for granted, considering I am 
speaking to those, who, by profession 
at least, acknowledge the sacred writ- 
ings to be of -GoÞ — of course, to be 
the universal rule of Faith and Practice. — 
0 x) I N- 
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| Invxe, in tracing this general Truth, 
— which necessarily implies in it 2 
particular examination of those doc- 
trines revealed and the credentials 
they offer for their veracity , much close 
attention of mind and strict scrutiny is 
requisite, — | 205 5 
| | 4 | 
Wr respect to the Gospel His« 
tory , we shall discover every evidence 
that can be deemed wanting to command 
our Faith, But, therein , also, we 
shall meet with mysteries , which the 
very meaning of the word suggests, we 
are unable fully to! comprehend ; which 
we cannot thus fully explain; yet 
concerning which, we are, by no 
means, to be negligent. — Of this na- 
ture are the great Doctrines of the Trini- 
ty — of the union of the Divine with 
the Human Nature in the Person of the 
Mediator. These, in their magnitude, 
surpass our powers of comprehension. 
| | Are 


4 


Are they, therefore, to be: dismiszed 


18 untruths? No: these we are * 
3 * 19 


* OS en =_ Not; he d 
tempting to reduce them to the standard 
of Reason — which is impossible, — 
but by enquiring whether the Infinite 
Git D (Who, doubtless, may ind 
ean make known Truths, the nature — 
the manner — the ho of which remain 
unsearchable , by finite creatures) has 
revealed such Truths in his Word and 
N them as 5 of our Faith. 


We must * vou, my - Se; 
that if , notwithstanding the many evi 
dences in favour of a Divine Revela- 
tion, we are to reject whatever js in- 
gongeivable ' by Reason, all distinction 
between Reason and Faith is destroyed. 
— In this case, we should become 
Natural Philosophers and forfeit every 
= | title 


2 


title to being Christian Believers. — 
But „ 1 feel, if I were to pursue this | 
argument » 1 $hould be, insensibly , led 
on to prove the insufficiency of natural 
Reason , or the PL of Nature , to our 
happiness „ and, hence » to urge the 
necessity of a Divine Revelation 3 — 
the proper end of which is to make 
known such Truths, of which we can 
form no vatural idea, vor have any 
natural evidence, and the which, I bes 
| fore said , I should at present take 
for granted to be found in the writs 
ings of the nnn 5 


n even, when the e 
Revelation is admitted, the duty before 
us , namely © to. try the Spirits, :whes 
“ ther they be of, GOD, seems ohly 
to begin. Al those warnings, tendered 
in Seripture, against false prophets and 
teachers, with the many exhortations 
to rational enquiry into the Truth, 

or” pro- 
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proceed, on the supposition, , that the 
Truth is revealed and is to be found, 
in that very book „ which contains 
euch warnings and erbortations.— 
ar disputes about various doctrinal 
points are „no doubt, great; and 
have formed the various sects and divi- 
sions now seen to prevail. And 
yet, the obscurities that have given rise 
to different conceptions are neither 
so great in the doctrines themselves, 
nor are they material, — They derive 
a formidable aspect from the corruption 
of the mind, perverting them to speak 
private favourite party opinions. The 
great fundamental Truths of Religion, 
are revealed with a sufficient simplicity 
and plainness, and, with respect to 
mere speculative points, they affect not 
cc the foundation of GOD that * 
cc Sure,” = 


Net. 
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Ne1THER can theße various concep- 
tions and sectaries be supposed to prove 
any good argument for obscurity in re- 
vealed Truths, any more , than that 
any science should suffer from the most 
intelligent and acute men having been 
found differing and disputing about it. — 
These, indeed, prove the weakness of 
the human mind; and direct us to ex- 
press more our surprise they sbould not 
take place than that they actually do. | 
Fon, seriousiy to refie&t on the differs 
ent complexions of the human character 
and the various principles by which men 
are actuated , — to consider the pre- 
yailing influence of popular errors. and 
prejudiees , — to reflect on the numbers 
8. spoilt'- — led astray ©. by the vain 
«© deceit. of false philosophy“ , must 
prove to us the impossibility f a-Revez 
lation, adapted to so many opposite 
wishes and desires; and lead us, natu- 
a C tally 


L 84 1 
rally to infer the easy transition to mo- 
delling and disfiguring that one true Di- 
vine Revelation, they cannot deny, to 
their own fond ee and F 
inclinations. — | | 


| BxsIDEs, it is impossible to say; 
to what lengths, into what absurdi- 
ties, a spirit of pride and inordinate self 
love may lead some men. And hence 
arise 80 many errors. Hence, too, the 
necessity of © trying such spirits, whe- 
& ther they are of Gop:” Hence, 
again , the difficulty in trying and dis- 
' tinguishing/ Truth from falsehood, — 

Bur, after all, the Truth is discernible; 
The echortation to try the Spirits“ 
supposes there is some rule we are to 
proceed by and a n of TG 
our . end. i 97. „ v1 aeg 


Tae 
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Tax query, then, will turn — What 
is this sure rule? 
Fad 
© It must be either RE AS ON or Revr-. 
LATION, or BoTRH CON]JUNCTEY, — 


Now., Reason, viewed as: being 
dur understanding, whereby we are 80 
greatly distinguished from the other parts 
of Creation, whereby we are rational 
Creatures, is, unquestionably, the 
means for trying and distinguishing 
Truth, from falsehood. But then, what 
before was observed, must carefully be 
remembered. here, I mean that Hu- 
man Reason, in its most improved 
state, is finite. It cannot penetrate, 
unaided, into many Truths, essential to 
be known to our felicity. Hence, I re. 
peat it, the necessity of a Divine Reve- 
lation to make known these Truths 
and propose them as the objects of our 
Faith, 1771 ont g TOTO 
a 


wu 


| Thesz, now, being proposed to our ' 
understanding, we are to “ try whether 
ce they are of Goo, — in the sense 
already pointed out, — whether Go p 
has, indeed, revealed them. | 


Wenz we to refuse assent to what- 
ever comes not within the reach of 
human comprehension , we should be in- 
volved into the greatest uncertainty — 
doubt; with regard to many things, 
the Kingdom of Nature, which we * 
not comprehend , but which we cannot 
deny. — And this very consideration 
strongly pleads for a like deference to 


those great Truths the Infinite Gop has 
made known. 2 


THz query here returns — Has G0 
made known these Truths 2 — In this 
case ) they become objects not of natural 
evidence but of very reasonable faith - 
because . _ the testimony 
* of 
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of the Omniscient DEITY — because, 
not contradicting but surpassing the 
power of that faculty, by which we 
can . trace them to be Divine — be- 
cause, finally, we never can satisfy 
our own minds with the unfounded 
plea , that the Deity never can nor 
will claim of his Creatures a belief of 
the reality of what they are not able 
to form an adequate conception. — 


Ir, again, we understand by Reaſon , 
those common maxims and principles — 
those general Truths — by the aid of 
which we arrive at the knowledge and 
conviction of others; we must own its 
influence, in the search after Truth, to 


be very great, — 


Ix © trying” Revelation, or any par. 
ticular doctrine » © whether it is 'of 
« GOD“ — such general principles are 
supposed to be true: whatever, thus, 

88 OCs 
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occurs, in our scrutiny, inconsistent 
with these, we are authorised, confi- 
dently, to reject for false. One Light 
cannot be allowed to -extinguish- ano-' 
ther, which is equally the gift of GvD. 
— One Truth can never destroy another 
Truth. But still ; after every conces- 
sion, that ought and must be made, 
with respect to reason, viewed in this 


light; since, of itself, it cannot lead 


us to the knowledge of those essential 
Truths, it is the province of Revela- 
tion to make known; since, strictly 
speaking, it only decides what we are 
to reject for false and, by no means, 
can determine all that is true — or, 
from reasoning on admitted principles, 
conduct us to the knowledge of; it ap- 
pears, in itself, neither the only, nor 


the sure rule by which we can © try 


« the spirits, whether they are of 
oy G 0 D.“ NY | DoF: 


Tux 


—- 


TAE only invariable and complete 
rule , by which we can judge and dis. 
tinguisch between the spirit of Truth and 
that of. error, is , indeed , the Divine 
Word, According to it, we are as. 
Syred — © All Scripture. is given of 
* God, and is profitable for correction 
* and instruction in Righteousness,” * — 
We are not, we ought not, to receive 
the commandments of men — or place 
an implicit confidence , . in' .matters of 
Religion , in the authority of mortals. — 
No: we have this perfect rule of 
Divine Truth, which is sanctioned 
with the aweful declaration, “ that 
« were an Angel from Heaven to 
« preach any other Gospel, than that 
<« we have received, let him be ac- 
e cursed,” FF — _ 


Tris 


t © II. Tim. III. 16. 


+ Gal. I. 8. 
C4 
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Turs Rule, then, all men are bound , 
in reason, to embrace. It is laid open 
to us all, in our mother - tongue, for 
that very purpose. — Every Christian 


is alike concerned in it. — Every person 


may acquire a theoretical conviction of 
its truth and infallibility ; and, hence, 


become a judge of doctrines, so as « to 
* ty them * aright. 


Bur, in the spirit of that Divme 
System of Knowledge and Faith — the 


true Christian must know that they, 
only, can acquire a saving practical 


knowledge of the Truth, so as to 


know it in its excellency and power and 
to be influenced by it, to a holy life 


and conversation, who are enlightened 
thereto , by the Divine Spirit of all 


Truth — after which enlightening it is, 


surely, the great interest of all „living 
under the Gospel dispensation, industri- 
pusly to enquire and study to gain. 

| | Bur 


L 


Bor still, agreeably to the design of 
the Apostle, — every individual. is 
bound to make a good use of this Rule 
of Faith and Practice, in “trying the 
& spirits and judging fongchimself.— 


AccakbIxoL XN, in Scripture, we 
are exhorted “ ta prove all things and 
* hold fast that which is good — to 
e approve the things that are. excel- 
lent” f — „ to search the Scriptures.to 
see if these things ,” — namely, what 
the very Apostles. themselves taught, 
* were so.“ 5 — In the Revelation of 
John, it is spoken of, to the praise of 
the Church at Ephesus, that * she had 
ce tried those who said they were Apos. 
te tles, and had found them to be 
e Liars,” | — 


Taur 

9 I, Thes. af 21. Doing 
T Rom. IL 18, Phil, L, 10. a 4 

8 Act. XVII. » - by it | ; 8 - 2 
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Tux it is, all men are not - alike 
able to follow up the exhortation before 
us, in the same extent: and the reason 
of this is , because all men have not the 
same capacities — the same measure of 
mental gifts — the same opportunities 
of improvement — the same progress in 
knowledge. And this diversity must, 
necessarily, imply the reasonableness that 
those who are less capable of judging 
for themselves, should listen to others 
as their Teachers and guides. — Nor is 
this any infraction upon their true li- 
berty of judgment: for to be able to 
judge on any subject, knowledge, — 
nay à right knowledge, is implied. 


Now 3 the knowledge of - Revelation 
is not. innate 3 nor is it, at once, im- 
bibed by any Supernatural power or gift. 
We acquire it, as we do every thing 
else, by learning and study. To learn, 
therefore, sdpposes a Teacher — one 

ex- 


0 4 
La ] 
experienced and able to direct to Suff. 
cient Knowledge to qualify: for self - judg. 
ment and, in matters in which they 
carnot be supposed competent 9 5 
to ae their "IR — 
14 1 I 11) $1015 
Tnrxt, nan multitudes 
unable to judge, whether the Scriptures 
are faithfully translated from the original 
text; who 2 therefore, must rest their 
judgment on the credit of those experien. 
ced and conversant in the original Lan. 
guages. — So, again, numbers are dis- 
qualified to pursue intrieate and abstract 
reasoning ; in any - controversy of Reli- 
gion: — they cannot, often, even pe- 
netrate into the force of solid argu 
ment, less abstruse; and therefore 
ought not to enter deep into such dis- 
putes. — Their great coneern should 
be to hear and believe the Divine 
Word, which, with respect to those 
things, most essential and necessary 
| to 


* 
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to be believed, is sufficiently plain to 
be conceived ;- and, in as far as they 
are able , to try the evidences ,. in fa-. 


vour of these Truths, stated by their 


Teachers; — while they implore the 
Direction of Go p's HoLy SPIRIT 
to lead and confirm them therin. 


SINCE, in knowledge there are Chil. 
dren , the relation of Spiritual Parents 
is „ herein, founded; which, again, 
implies the reciprocal duties of that re- 
lation, namely, faithfulness, affection 
and zealous care, on the part of the 
one; and deference, respect, modesty 


and eagerness of learning, on the part 


* 


of the other. — 


ALL, however, are bound, in virtue 
of their being rational Creatures, to 
grow in knowledge of Divine Truths 
and to exert their best care to receive 
nothing, without trying whether it 

« jg 


0 th 
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u of Go b. So far every one is to 
judge for himself, that he is to consi- 
der no man infallible. — Passive Faith 
no man nor any Body of men bas a 
right co. — The Word of God, only, 
is infallible ; : and by. this © we are to 
+, try; the spirits, whether * are of 
8 Gb. Win iu ©. ven L eino 
EX r „ 10H ie e ieee 2 
nn * = 6p we have sueh an 
infallible Rule for our direction. — By 
keeping close to this we shall certainl 
ascertain, — nay, in proportion as We 
advance in the knowledge of it, -— shall 
be rooted and confirmed in the Truth , 
as, it is in CAAIST JESDS, — By stu- 
dying che sacred Oracles of the living 
6 op, we sball lay up a good provi- 
sion of Divine Truths, so. that : ff The 
« Word of CRH AIST may dwell, righly 
« in us:“ * we shall delight to dwell 
eK UM there · 
* Col. III. 16. 
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thereon? — to hear them, unweadiedly , 


repeated — and shall be prepared, on 
hearing of false prophets bemg gone 
out into the world“ — or any parti. 
aular doctrine being started, tes Call 
them to trial by this universal standard 
of sacred Trutn — “ te the LAM and 
© to the Testimony ; if they speak hot 
« according to this Word, it is because 
* there is no light in them. 

A — gosub 10% 10 9 : gdilifict 
Sven, my Brethren ! is the nature 
and extent of the important duty to 
which we are exhorted in the text. 


33 * 4 „ *% LD. * Y 
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1 proceed, now., to what was pro- 
poged im the 0 391362 203 LATLAT 
voi; bog z qu ya Hades ow 08 
THIADrAen — namely, to sub- 
Joi a few practical reſlections onowhat 
ies been id „% * Gray i 


1 — 
* * 


£ * 514 k * 
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C fi 191 . wild 1 34-333. i 4 
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Muen, indeed ; might be said, by 

way of practical improvement of the 

momentous subject; but since I have 


endeavoured to contrive all that has 


been said, a solemn appeal to the un. 
derstanding of professing Christians, in 
favour of what is of universal concern- 
ment, I trust, it will be found the 
less necessary to Coats words in 
applying it. — 


LET us hear ide fam of the whole 1 
Ir is | ig o 1 N 


* W believe not every 
spirit.“ 
* Wag! u 211 
a the hogs and reasonable. 
ness of this much, has been pointed out. 
Believe not, then „ any man, nor 
follow him further „than he is à fol- 
lower of CRRIST.— Assert your 
Christian Liberty here with firmness s 


yet 


* 
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vet | with modesty and moderation. 
Guard against suffering your judgment to 
be biassed by any prejudices; whether 
popular, domestic or personal; that are 
ever obstacles to our being open for the 
— and e the Truths — 


* * 2 
— 2 
— — — — 
—— 


91 B vr to 8 herein 2 with aber, 
vou must en eben 8 
2d PLACE, to the necessity of stu- 
ie dying the Seriptures; in order to 
qualify you to give, hence, a; ra 
tional “account of the faith that 
vos * is in vos.“ tVoarnt 2. 
* 8 178 2 23 


1 Turs much is clearly presupposed in 


| the duty we have been considering — 
1 To disbelieve the Spirits and try them; 
4 we must proceed upon some just and 


1 teasonable - grounds. And these grounds 
4 can only be our. knowledge and con. 
| viction bf true Religion, cômprised in 
N the 
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the sacred Oracles of the "airing 
GoD. — . 
A profession of any Religion, without 
understanding the grounds of it, is 
vague; idle and unmeaning. No stability 
can be expected in such profession. 
Those of this character, © when perilous 
« days may come for the Truth's sake 5 
« are soon offended :” — when errors 
abound , they are easily led away with 
the popular prejudice of the times. — 

LET us, then „O Christians! who 
have a true Religion — each according 
to his capacity — all with the best 
industry of endeavour, labour to have 
the true knowledge of it ! — The 
more, indeed „ we understand it, the 
more we shall be confirmed in it; and 
the less in danger of being misled by 
false prophets and false teachers: nay 
the more we sball consult our best 

„ in- 
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interests „ by having our minds cer- 
tified with respect to those fundamen- 
tal doctrinal Truths, without which 
we can have no comfort in life and 
death. — And, especially ought we 
to be the more ready and willing to 
cultivate this rational knowledge, 
having, „ as I shall distinctly remind 
vou, in the e 


34 Praer , the assurance “ that 
false prophets are gone out 


V into the world.” — 


* 


THESE , you have heard , have al. 
ways existed. And where any room 
for surprize they should now ? — 


aſe PEAKING of false prophets , I took 
occasion in the entrance on this sub- 
Jet, to mention a most extraordinary 
book; a few years ago, imposed upon 
_ world, in a neighbouring Kingdom; — 

_ I 


. 7 


1 mean the Prophecies of a Richard Bra. 
thers * | 55 


Ix mentioning this book, think not 
it was my intention to try its claim to 
| * 


This extraordinary book was sent me, a few 
months after its publication, by a Friend, whom 
I had instructed in the Christian faith, some years 
before and, who, having but one printed Copy, 
was at the trouble to transcribe it, in order to 
have my sentiment of it. According to his manu» 
script copy it was printed, London, in the year 
of Cbhriit 1794.3 and entitled 4 revealed knowiedge 
of the prophecies and times, the prasent war and 
the prophecy now fulfilling ; the year of the world 
$913. — The second book, we are told Contains 
with other great and remarkable things, not re- 
vealed to any other person on earth', the sudden 
and perpetual fall of the Turkisch , German and 
| Nussian Empires — under the Direction of the 
Lord Cod, and published by bis sacred command; 
it being a second sigi of warning, for the benefit 
of all Nations: By the Man that will be revealed 
to the Hebrews', as their Prince and Prophess 
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Inspiration. I wish not to tire youf 
patience with such unnecessary discus- 
Sion. All I shall say of ir is, that 
little knowledge of the Divine Word is 
wanting to convince every one , that 
it 


. I mention this circumstanee , merely to account 
for my taking notice of the strange publication: 
from which little is to be dreaded, with respect 
to revealed Religion. It merits not the regular 
confuration of a sensible mind; and time, in the 
non - fulfillment of the pretended prophecies, has 
abundantly proved the whole to be an imposture: 
charity makes me speak of it in the light of de- 
ranged intelle&ts, — 


Ir any answer to such wild productions of a 
distempered imagination was wanting, TUS 
REVELATION has given it Deut. XIII. 1-6. — 
Ch. XVIII. 23. 


1 must, in justice to my ſriend, now in life, 
add that our correspondence, on the subject, was 
very short and his conviction of Revealed Reli- 
gion, agreeably to its true state, confirmed, 


Þ B 


it is, what the short interval of its 
publication has abundantly proved it to 
be, a gross delusion. It contains asser- 
tions without any rational evidence. It 
adduces texts which in a most arbi- 
trary and unjust manner are disfigured 
and, in their prophetical allusion , 
Shockingly misapplied from their proper 
object, the true Redeemer , the Lord 
Jzsus CrisT, — It explains away the 
restoration of the Jews, at a limited 
period; for which, with many other 
stories, there is no authority. But, 
the fact is, whoever impartially tries 
the spirit of that man, by Scripture , 
will be in no danger of falling into the 
delusion : while the more acute will be 
able to collect, that prophetical Visions 
and Revelations are, now, not ta be 
expected, because unnecessary — be- 
cause the internal Operations of the Di- 
vine Spirit, we are taught to believe, 
under the bright sun- shine of the Gospel. 

D 3 day, 
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day, are more glorious in bringing the 
Church to its promised maturity and 
more consistent with the plan of Grace 
Gop has made known. — 


Wirz weak minds — and weak, in- 
deed, they were — it found reception 
for a season. — ; | 


Bor much fear of danger this way, 
in an age of so much incredulity as 
we live in , we have not. Nor was it 
from any such apprehensions, I mentio- 
ned the wild production of deranged 
intellefts, — on this account, scarcely 
sufferable to be stated to the sensible 
mind, — 

a 5 

No: but I mention it, on account 
of its influence , another way , truely 
pernicious. Infidels and Deists take, 
hence x an unjustifiable liberty to ridi- 
cule all true Religion, as did it connive 


at, 


FT; 


at such wild extravagancies of. a distgm- 
pered imagination. — Those, who are 
accustomed to judge of matters in reli. 
gion, according to the prevailing taste 
and not according to the Word of Gop, 
are too apt, hence, to confirm them. 
selves in irreligion and encourage uni- 
versal doubting. — 


Ix all this, we sadly discover the ruins 
of our fallen Nature. We mark our 
corruption and imperfection. We need 
no longer seek evidences. of what is 
here realised in active conduct, namely 
of the insufficiency of Reason, in it- 
self, to direct us to happiness „ of 
course to essential Truth and enable 
us to rise above those ruins of misery, 
Scripture and, thus, experience prove 
we, by Nature, ly in. — But in all 
this, we behold an affecting warning 
to guard against every dangerous ex- 
treme. — i 
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AnD how? Only by diligently 
be trying all such spirits, whether they 


cc are of Go D;“ by studying the Scrip- 
tures and hearing what the GOD of 


Truth saith. 


Tux danger of Infidelity you will 
have collected from what has been said. 
For that very reason I interspersed hints 
on its unreasonableness and folly. *. 
The end will convince many of theit 
great error here and open their under- 
standing to the full belief of those sa- 
ered Truths they made light of, with 
a shocking impiety and hardness of 
heart. — | 


Many — alas! — never more 80 
than in our days — seem to be given 
up to a spirit of blindness and incorrigi- 
bility with respect to true Religion. — 
This charge is no longer subject to the 
hackneyed criticism of having always 


been 


CW] 
been the subject of pulpit - declamation , 
in former times. — I may say of it, 
as was said, of old, with respect to 
the obstinacy of the Jews, it ap- 


pears „ with a high hand and a stiff 
neck.“ — 


Ir is discernible among every rank 
and order of mankind. An . indifference 
takes place — nay seems to be daily 
gathering strength, — which portends 
the final desertion of every religious 
principle. — 


WEN facts speak to the senses of 
mankind, equivocation, that may be in 
words, is not to be dreaded. These 
effectually silence those declaimers, who 
are continually crying up the moral and 
religious state of Society to be equally 
good now it was in past ages; not to 
Speak of its being more enlightened , 
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which, with respect to true RELIGION , 


it certainly is not. 


O Christians! let me speak freely to 
vou; nor, as St. Paul, once said, 
account me your enemy for spea- 
c king the Truth.” * I wish to appeal 
to common sense and involve you into 
no intricate argument in the cause of 
Religion. — 


WIIE a form of true Religion is 
assumed — let me ask — have we 
nothing to dread — no spirits to try? 


— [Independent of the avowed Deist 


disclaiming all Divine Revelation , have 
we no false Teachers, from whom much 
is to be dreaded ? — Or rather say «ll 
it to be denied, many by word and 


writings endeavour to spread disbelief of 
the most sacred Truths , fundamental of 
our 


Gal. IV. 16. 
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dur holy Faith, and thus aim at the 
very vitals of Christianity * — In re- 
moving, for instance, the doctrine of 
free grace and spiritual strength, through 
a RED EEUER and ascribing to fallen 
man powers, which experience must 
convince us he does not, naturally, 
possess; the best of Religions is con- 
verted into a system of impracticable 
morality , because, through the corrup- 
tion that is in us , wanting both the 
power of ourselves to live up to it 
and the principle upon which such can 
be observed, which, we are assured, is 
a true saving Faith in GoD and his 
DIVINE SO. 


Bor, in general, it behoves us se- 
riously to enquire, how this Religion of 
the Divine JES us — the Religion of 
our Fathers — the Religion of absolute 
Truth — confirmed by so great evidence, 
that determined prejudice, aided by all 
the 
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the force of corrupt, nature , can only 
resist — is, now, even externally coun- 
tenanced, by the greater multitude.— 


ABSTRACTED from the Care of the 
STATE, in its true REFORMED ex- 
planation , which , with regard to its 
external maintenance it formerly enjoyed, 


but, in relation to its internal evidence 


of Truth , standing in no need of the 
sanction of human - Power and Legisla- 
tive Authority — being sufficient thereto 
in itself; it might have been expected, 
it would have become the additional 
care of sincere professors of it and 
dictated a concern, that would demon- 
strate itself, in an anxious desire not to 
rest, untill some provision at least was 
made for its maintenance, in external 
appearance, — | 


Bur how little is this concern to be 
seen with the growing many, securely 
perse- 
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persevering in the partial or total ne. 
glect of the great Bulwark of Religion 
I mean the LoRDS Day and his sacred 
ORDINANeEs N U 


THe great duty of solemn worship, 
no one who has any just notion of the 
Deity and the natural obligation of Crea- 
tures can be supposed capable of disa- 
vowing. Nor do you disavow this in 
words, — The august precept, prescri- 
bing and regulating it, you pretend to 
acknowledge. But, if ever neglect of 
this claimed general notice and regret it 
is peculiarly now. The obligation to 
© keep holy the Christian Sabbath” 
seems no more to be felt; but to be 
expunged from the series of duties, 
proposed by self, as being sufficient to 
satisfy the Creator. The Instituted Or- 
dinances of GOD, of course, are, 
optionally, dispensed with and, with 
the Day, sunk into the mass of un- 
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sanctiſied days, deemed of lesser ac- 
count. > het 


TRE evil here receives an additional 
malignity , from such negle& of the 


Day, being represented as a Christian 


Liberty. But such a plea “ we are to 
«try whether it be of Gop ?“ — And 
i a positive Law can satisfy us, we 
shall be in no doubt respecting our 
. Y. WIE a 
IN regard of the general observance 
of the Day and Divine Ordinances, we 
are left to regret , the contagion is 
daily spreading and discovering its en- 
venomed evil, in begetting indifference 
and coolness, in the minds of others, 
gradually tending to incur the fullest 
measure of the guilt. It affords, in- 
deed , a sad prospect with respect to 
the Cause of true Religion, in gene- 
ral, in the world, to behold „ even 
5 with 
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with the better thinking, often, a 
formality that obsructs their recei- 


ving any real benefit from the Ordi- 
nances. — 


: Tur grand precept, I mean that 
before us, of the LoxD's DAY, which 
secures the observance of every other of 
Religion, being enervated , the transition 
to every species of immorality and wick. 
edness, — the ruin of a people, — be- 
comes easy. — For, the same principle 
that authorises disobedience to one com- 
mand is equally powerfull and will sti. 
mulate, naturally, to a like disregard 
to every other, when worldy interest, 
or a depraved heart may propose the 
violation as being eligible. — 


In pzzp, every n 4 
rupt nature being hence removed, 
free scope, is given for its grosser out- 
1 which strike at the föundation 
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of all private, social, domestic and pub- 
nie happiness. 


VES, O Christians! it is the true 
fear of the Almighty thac is only able 
to countera&t these. Take away the 
force of his threatnings and of the allure. 
ments of his mercy ; and the energy of 
human Laws — most dreaded — is 
enervated and defeated. — 


AND where, then, room for wonder 
at those immoralities, those vices . and 


evils abounding among us, that are the 


very bane of private or public pros- 
perity? — 


For so much growing degeneracy , let 
us „ Who feel it, learn cordial prayer! 
They will not hear nor believe that 
their souls may live: But let us pray 
for them: Let us commend them to 
the Spirit of all grace, who only can 

work 


FS y 
work a change of heart and disposition 


and recover them to the saving belief 
of the Divine Word. — 


FINALLY, Brethren , those 'of you , 
I] would address, in the 


4h PLace — who, in © trying the 
„ spirits, whether they are of 
« Gop,” are convinced of the 
Divine Word being the infal. 
lible rule; and are studious to 
promote your knowledge in Divine 
Things. — 


You, in particular, who might have 
joined, in the insinuations , made in the 
entrance on this subject, relative to 
your having been at the LoRD's Table 
and there sanctioned your belief of the 
Truth as it is in CHRIST JEsUs — 
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T would briefly address: Continue your 


laudable search after knowledge in sacred 
concerns — to become more and more 
rooted in the principles of your Holy 
Faith, whereby ye may stand un- 


shaken amidst the multiplicity of er- 


rors received in the great business of 


«© HoLd fast the profession of your 
“ Faith without wavering; * and be 


„ not like children, tossed to and fro 


and carried about with every wind 


« of doctrine, through the slight of 
& men and the cunning craftiness of 
© those who ly in wait to de. 
*-ceive.” — T 


« HoLD 
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„ HoLD fast the form of sound 
„ words ye have received“ — in which 
your Fore - Fathers died — which some 
of them sealed with their blood, — 


Bor even this is not enough. — 
What can all this, even, signify , if 
you feel not the power of the truth? 
— If ye know the truth, study to do 
it. — If ye believe, strive to act up 
to your belief. — Pray for the grace 
of Gop's SPIRIT “to strengthen you 
« in the inward man of the heart, to 
& do the Divine Will in all things”. — 
Pray that ye may not © be led into 
„ temptation.” — Pray that ye may be 
made “ steadfast and unmoveable ever 
“ abounding in the work of the 
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FinALLY, pray for all who err 
from the Truth, as it is in CHRIS 
Jz8Us. — Commend them to Gov and 
to his recovering grace. — Be chari- 
tably affectioned towards them. — 
Convince them by a holy life of the 
power and beauty of internal Religion 
of the heart — that it is © the Grace 
«K'of GoD, which has appeared unto 
« you , bringing salvation — that has 
< taught you to deny ungodliness and 
to live, soberly, righteously and 
„ godly in the present world.” — 


EN couRA OR yourselves in such a 
wise religious conduct with the assu- 
rance that if ye persevere ye shall be 


sated — that the same promise, made 


in the Revelation „to the Church of 
* Phi. 


nnn, 12, 


L 0 1 
Philadelphia, belongs also to you 2 
namely ( Because ye have kept my 
& Word and have not denied my 
„Name — because ye have kept the 
« word of my pitiente 3 I also, Sith 
« the LorD, will keep you from the 


he hour of temptation , which cometh ph 


« upon all the world to try them that 
„ dwell upon the earth.” F 


REMEMBER the unalterable Word 
of Gop is pledged that, amidst the 


very wreck of Nature, © it shall be well 


« with the righteous ;” F — and hence, 
« tarry the Lord's good leizure” — 
in an active zeal for his honour and 
glory, in the whole compass of your 
| Chris- | 
. Rev. III. 8, 

T Rev. III. 10. 
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Christian duty: — that when his good 
time cometh , I you may -be found 
ready and prepared to enter upon that 
everlasting rest Which remaineth for 
e the people of q ob.“ 
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